Intra-peritoneal aprotinin therapy for acute pancreatitis. Preliminary pharmacodynamic studies.
In acute pancreatitis a toxic exudate accumulates within the peritoneal cavity, which contains activated pancreatic proteinases. Peritoneal lavage removes the exudate effectively, washing it away with large volumes of saline solution, but is of unproven therapeutic value and may have deleterious effects. These may be avoided by combining lower volume peritoneal washouts with intra-peritoneal installation of a proteinase inhibitor, although therapeutic effectiveness may be compromised by systemic absorption depending on the inhibitor selected. This latter effect was studied in fifteen patients with acute pancreatitis, treated by simple peritoneal washout and bolus intra-peritoneal administration of aprotinin (Trasylol) solution.